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1. Outline 

 

1. What are short food chains? 

2. Why are short food chains becoming more 
popular? 

3. What are the socio-economic benefits of 
short food chains? 

4. Maximising the benefits of SFSCs in your 
region 



1. What are Short Food Chains? 



Key points about SFSCs 

ÅSFSCs have capacity to ΨǊŜ-ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛȊŜΩ and ΨǊŜ-
ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭƛȊŜΩ food 

ÅFoods in SFSCs are defined by locality or farm 
where they come from 

Å¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ΨembeddedΩ ǿƛǘƘ 
information (differentiation + price premium) 

ÅThe concept originated from research on rural 
development  (the IMPACT project: Marsden 
et al 2000) 

 



3 Main Types of SFSC 
1. Consumer-Producer 
Partnerships e.g. CSA - 

Community Supported Agriculture, 
AMAP, GAS 

2. On-farm, direct sales e.g. farm 

shops, farm based hospitality, roadside 
sales, pick-your-own 

3. Off-farm, direct or with minimum intermediaries e.g. 
farmers markets, box schemes, catering 

 Renting et al 2003: Kneafsey et al 2013 



EU Regulation 

ÅArticle 2 of Regulation (EU) No 1305/2013 on support for rural 
development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD), which entered into force with the 
reformed Common Agricultural Policy for 2014-2020 

Å 'a supply chain involving a limited number of economic 
operators, committed to cooperation, local economic 
development, and close geographical and social relations 
between producers, processors and consumers'.  

ÅArticle 11 of European Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 
No 807/2014 supplementing the Rural Development 
Regulation, stipulates that 'Support for the establishment 
and development of short supply chains ... shall cover only 
supply chains involving no more than one intermediary 
between farmer and consumer'. 

 



Typical food supply chain 
(downstream) 

Producer 

Farmer/Fisher 
processor Wholesaler/distributor 

retailer 

food service 

hospitality 

public sector 



Short food supply chains 
(downstream) 

Producer 
retailer 

food service, 
hospitality 
industry, 

restaurants, 
public sector 

Producer-processor 

Producer 

 

Distributor / 
hub 

Direct Sales 





Adding value 

White Stilton with Apricot 

White Stilton with 

Cranberries 

White Stilton with Ginger 

White Stilton with Mango 

and Ginger 

White Stilton with Lemon 



aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ΨōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΩ 

ÅAs few links as possible 
between the producer 
[e.g. grower or primary 
processor] and citizen; 

ÅFully transparent and 
traceable; 

ÅProducer retains a greater 
share of the value of the 
food that is produced; 

ÅIntermediaries are 
partners; 

ÅCan be spatially extended 

ÅDynamic and evolving; 

 

 

άŀ means to restructure 
food chains in order to 
support sustainable and 
healthy farming methods, 
generate resilient farm-
based livelihoods (in rural, 
peri-urban and urban 
areas) and re-localise 
control of food 
economiesΦέ  

 
Source: EIP-AGRI focus group 2015 



2. Why are short food chains 
becoming more popular? 

a) Consumer 
/ Citizen 
Demand  

b) Farmer 
Initiatives 

c) Policy 
Support 


